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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Talmola et al. (2002/0038459) in view of Margulis (6,263,503). 

Regarding claim 1, Talmola discloses a local wireless broadband data 
distribution system showing a remote control receiver 420 for inherently receiving 
channel selection signals, which meets the remote control interface as claimed, a 
receiver 402, which meets the at least one tuner as claimed, a demodulator 402, which 
meets the.digital demodulator as claimed, a MPEG demultiplexer (paragraphs 0032 and 
0037), an MPEG encoder 415, a remultiplexer 405, which meets the selector as 
claimed, a modulator 407 and transmitter 408, a receiver (502), and an MPEG 
demultiplexer 503). But Talmola does not specify that the MPEG encoder 415 is 
connected to the output of the receiver 402 (tuner) as claimed. Despite of the 
difference, the MPEG encoder 415 is intended to convert conventional analog video 
signals into digital MPEG format. Margulis, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches a 
tuner 626 for receiving both analog and digital televison signals. Margulis further shows 
an ADC 612 for converting the analog television signal into digital signal. The converted 
signal enables the subsystem processor 518 to process the data in full digital mode. As 
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a result, the end viewer can selectively watch both analog and digital television 
channels provided by the server. Since the received signal 401 in Talmola includes 
both analog and digital television signal, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to replace the receiver 402 of 
Talmola with the tuner 626 of Margulis and have the analog output of the tuner provided 
to the analogue video input 403 of Talmola to perform the well known functions as 
claimed. 

Regarding claim 2, see scrambler 406 and descrambler 504. 
Regarding claim 3, see paragraph 0032, last three lines. It should be noted that 
the remote controller 421 could be located at the receiving end. 
Regarding claim 4, see conditional access unit 504. 

Regarding claim 5, Talmola does not specify the digital lock detector, the analog 
lock detector, and the control logic circuitry as claimed. The examiner takes Official 
Notice that using digital and analog lock signals to generate a control signal for a 
selector is well known in the art because the lock signals enable the selector to select 
television channels that only have acceptable signal presence. Hence, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
include a digital lock detector, an analog lock detector, and a control logic circuitry into 
Talmola so that only channels that have television signal presence could be selected. 

Regarding claim 6, Talmola does not specify the programmable transmit power 
level circuit as claimed. The examiner takes Official Notice that such circuit is well 
known in the art because it enables the user to increase the transmitter's transmission 
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power when a weak reception is noticed. Hence, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include a programmable 
transmit power level circuit into Talmola so that the transmitter power could be 
increased by the user as desired. 

Regarding claims 7-14, please see the corresponding rejection as set forth above 
for claims 1-6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 6, 10, 11, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 2, 6, 10, and 14, "the transmitting unit" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner "should be directed to M. Lee whose telephone number 571-272-7349. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz, can be reached on 571-272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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